
C-130 HERCULES
Mission: The C-130 Hercules provides tactical 
airlift and is the transport for air dropping troops 
and equipment into hostile areas.  The aft load-
ing ramp and door can accommodate oversized 
cargo from utility helicopters and six-wheeled ar-
mored vehicles to standard palletized cargo and 
military personnel.  In an aerial delivery role, it 
can airdrop loads up to 42,000 pounds on land 
and deliver cargo on rough, dirt strips.  The C-130 
can be rapidly configured for the various types of 
cargo such as palletized equipment, floor-load-
ed material, airdrop platforms, container delivery 
system bundles, vehicles and personnel or aero-
medical evacuation.

C-130 Statistics
Source: Air Mobility Command, Public Affairs Office

Contractor: Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Co.
Power Plant: 4 Allison T56-A-15 turboprops; 
4,591 prop shaft horsepower
Length: 97 feet, 9 inches (29.3) meters
Height: 38 feet, 10 inches (11. 9 meters)
Wingspan: 132 feet, 7 inches (39.7 meters)
Speed:  366 mph/318 ktas (Mach 0.52) at 20,000 feet  
(6,060 meters)
Ceiling: 23,000 feet (7,077 meters) with 42,000 
pounds  (19,090 kilograms) payload.
Maximum Takeoff Weight:  155,000 pounds 
(69,750 kilograms)
Maximum Allowable Payload:  42,000 pounds 
(19,090 kilograms)
Range with 35,000 pounds of Payload:  1,496 miles 
(1,300 nautical miles)
Maximum Load:  6 pallets or 74 litters or 16 CDS 
bundles or 92 combat troops or 64 paratroopers, 
Crew:  5 or 6 (2 pilots, navigator, flight engineer and 
1 or 2 loadmasters)

Total C-130 Inventory: Active force, 186; Air National 
Guard, 222; Air Force Reserve, 106
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The 136th Airlift Wing is located at the Naval Air 
Station Fort Worth, Joint Reserve Base.  It is one 
of three flying units in the Texas Air National Guard.  
The Wing flies and maintains eight C-130H2 air-
craft - an all-purpose vehicle, cargo and personnel 
transport.

MISSION:  To provide highly trained, equipped  
and motivated military forces for worldwide com-
bat and peacetime tasking supporting the State of 
Texas and the Nation.  The flying mission includes 
short field and dirt strip landing, and airdrop deliv-
ery of cargo and people in all weather,  day and 
night.  The Wing has a long history dating back 
to before the Korean War.  The 136th has par-
ticipated in nearly every major conflict and relief 
operation since that time, to include operations in 
Vietnam, Panama, Africa, Desert Shield/Desert 
Storm, the South American counter-drug effort, 
and the Balkans.  A phenomenal safety record, the 
Wing recently surpassed 168,000 hours of acci-
dent-free flying.

ROLES:  As a National Guard unit, the Wing has 
a dual role of serving the State of Texas under the 
command of the Governor during peace time and 
state emergencies, and becoming part of the ac-
tive duty forces under the command of the Presi-
dent during wartime or other national emergency.  

DEMOGRAPHICS AND FINANCIAL IMPACT:  
The Wing has a  strength of over 1,000 person-
nel.  About 75 percent of the unit’s members are 
part-time, traditional Guardsmen who drill at least 
one weekend a month, and put in at least 15 days 
of active duty a year.  The remaining 25 percent 
are full time. Females account for 21 percent of 
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the Wing’s population; 16 percent of our members 
are minorities.  The Wing’s total spending  is $45 
million per year.  This spending has an estimated 
$112.5 million per year impact on the local com-
munity.

WARTIME POSTURE:  Since Sept. 11, 2001, 
the Wing has mobilized numerous times in sup-
port of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM, IRAQI 
FREEDOM and NEW DAWN.  The assigned C-
130H’s and aircrews have flown over 7000 com-
bat hours since 9/11/01.  These missions have in-
cluded cargo, personnel, distinguished visitor, and 
medical evacuation transports as well as aerial re-
supply of ground forces in austere environments.  
Support personnel have also deployed in large 
numbers in support of ground, air, and special op-
erations forces.  Duties performed during these 
deployments include personnel administration, 
driving convoys, and weather forecasting.  Rota-
tions of personnel and aircraft to Southwest Asia 
continue today.

DISASTER RESPONSE:  The Wing has mo-
bilized numerous times for peacetime relief mis-
sions at home and abroad.  The Wing supported 
relief efforts for Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, Wilma, 
Gustav and Ike.  Contributions included deploying 
aircraft, personnel and equipment to provide direct 
and indirect relief/recovery operations.  During 
Hurricane Gustav alone, the Wing evacuated over 
635 special needs patients to safety.  Elements of 
the Wing also deployed during the 2010 Haitian 
Earthquake relief effort.  

INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE:  The 136th 
Airlift Wing also participates in DoD’s State Part-
nership Program (SPP).  The Wing’s partner 
nations are Chile and the Czech Republic.  Ex-
changes include aircraft operations, maintenance  
and medical training.  


